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Intro : what does the EU ?
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Intro : who is the EU ?
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Content

• Role of the Commission in the EU

• How it works in practice

• The Juncker Commission and its agenda
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The Commission : 
the "European" institution
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The 4 missions of the Commission

• Proposes new legislation

• Executive organ

• Guardian of the treaties

• Represents the EU on the international stage
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Institution and political body
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Role of Commission in legislation : 
the right of initiative
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Process for issuing a draft
legislation
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The executive role: implementing
legislation
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2015 EU budget:  € 145.3 billion  

= 1.02 % of gross national income

Global Europe: 
including development aid

6 %

Other, administration
6 %

Smart and inclusive growth: 
jobs, competitiveness, 
regional development
46 %

Security and citizenship, justice
2 %

Sustainable growth –
natural resources: 

agriculture, environment
40 %

The executive role: spending the 
money
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The executive role: coordinating EU 
policies: European semester example
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Guardian of the Treaty : the 
infringement procedure
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• Possible infringement of EU law, direct 
dialogue with Member State to solve it 
(EU Pilot).

• If not successful, launch of a formal
procedure
• Letter of formal notice
• Reasoned opinion
• Referral to Court of Justice
• Judgement by Court of Justice
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The external representation of the EU4
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How does the Commission come up 
with a legislative proposal
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Who does what ?

• Directorate-generals

• Secretariat-general

• Cabinets of Commissioners

• College of Commissioners
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Who are the EU "bureaucrats"?

The Commission employs about 23 000 permanent civil 
servants and 11 000 temporary or contract workers 

Other EU institutions employ about 10 000 staff

• Permanent civil servants

• Selected by open competitions

• Come from all EU countries

• Salaries decided by law

• EU administration costs €15 per EU citizen per year

• EU staff will be reduced by 5% between 2013 and 2017
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What makes the Juncker 
Commission different?

• The "last resort" Commission (Commission 
de la "dernière chance")

• A political Commission

• Big on big things and small on small
things : REFIT programme

• New working methods
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1. A new boost for jobs, growth and investment

2. A connected digital single market 

3. A resilient energy union with a forward-looking climate  
change policy 

4. A deeper and fairer internal market with stronger 
industries 

5. A deeper and fairer economic and monetary union 

6. A reasonable and balanced free trade agreement with 
the United States 

7. An area of justice and fundamental rights based on 
mutual trust

8. A new policy on migration 

9. Europe as a stronger global actor 

10. A European Union of democratic change

What does the Juncker Commission 
wants to achieve ? The 10 priorities
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Priorities in practice : the 
investment plan
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